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SUBJECT: BASE NEGOTIATIONS: SPANISH PRESS COMMENT 
REF MADRID 6281 

1. SEVERAL OCT 22 EDITIONS MADRID DAILIES MENTIONED 
ARTICLE IN NY TIMES WHICH APPARENTLY ALLUDED TO DESIRE 
BY WASHINGTON "NOT SIMPLY FOR ECONOMIC EXCHANGE 
FOR PURPOSE OF OBTAINING MILITARY ADVANTAGES BUT 
SPANISH-U.S. COOPERATION VIA MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY." 

2. IN DISPATCH FROM N.Y. APPEARING IN "ARRIBA", 

SPANISH CORRESPONDENT FELIX ORTEGA PROVIDES 

FURTHER COMMENT AND ANALYSIS FOCUSSING ON TIMES ARTICLE, 
REITERATING RECENT THEME THAT SPAIN OF 1974 IS NOT SPAIN 
OF 1953, THAT BASES NO LONGER VITAL TO STRATEGY OF WEST, 
"EXCEPT IN CASE OF ROTA, AND THERE ONLY UNTIL NEW 
SUBMARINE PROGRAM SUBSTITUTING POSEIDON (SIC) FOR POLARIS 
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TRIDENT). 

3. REGARDING DEFENSE TREATY, ORTEGA COMMENTS THAT "MADRID 
DESIRES TREATY REQUIRING CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT WHICH WILL 
BE DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN AT A TIME WHEN CONGRESS FAVORS 
AMERICAN MILITARY DISENGAGEMENT IN WORLD. HOWEVER. EQUAL 
TREATMENT WHICH MADRID IS SEEKING CLOSED THE DOOR TO ANY 
OTHER ALTERNATIVE. FROM AMERICAN SIDE, THE SITUATION IS 
DISTINCT. U.S. AT THIS TIME PREFERS, LIKE SPAIN, THAT 
EVERYTHING NOT CENTER UPON THE BASES, EMPHASIZING 
IMPORTANCE FOR FUTURE OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS, 

IN ADDITION TO THOS OF DEFENSE. BUT IN THIS CASE, 

WASHINGTON DESRIES TO ESTABLISH NARROWER TIES DUE TO THE 
EXISTENCE IN SPAIN OF POLITICAL EVOLUTION, AND FOR SAKE 

OF STRENGTH OF THESE TIES THAT, FOUNDED ON SOMETHING 
MORE THAN BASE RIGHTS, THEY BE CAPABLE OF SURVIVING 
POTENTIAL CHANGES IN MADRID." 

4. ARTICLE CONTINUES "MENTION OF PORTUGAL BY NY DAILY IS KEY TO 
AFFAIR. WITH EASTERN FLANK OF NATO BROKEN MILITARILY FOR U.S. 
BY CYPRUS CRISIS... AND WITH SITUATION IN LISBON WHICH 

HAS NOT HAD TRANQUIL EFFECT ON WASHINGTON, DESPITE 
REASSURANCES FROM PORTUGUESE PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES, SPAIN'S 
STOCK HAS RISEN CONSIDERABLY IN EYES OF AMERICAN 
NEGOTIATORS. LITERALLY, AND ACCORDING TO JUDGEMENT OF 
MAJORITY OF OBSERVERS, MADRID HOLDS CLEAR NEGOTIATING 
ADVANTAGE FOR NOV 4, THE GREATEST ADVANTAGE IN HISTORY OF 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. FOR FIRST TIME AS 
WELL, U.S. IS COMING TO NEGOTIATING TABLE IN POSITION OF 
DISEQUILIBRIUM BY REASON OF EVENTS IN MEDITERRANEAN AND 
IN SOUTHERN EUROPE." 

5. DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION ALSO INVITED TO USDAO 

IR 6 889 0243 74 DTG 21 1500Z, SUBJECT BASE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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